
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Stolen Belonging Project Exposes SF’s Crimes Against Homeless Residents 
City workers are trashing, stealing and even selling items confiscated in the sweeps for profit. 
 
June 6, 2019 
 
*Videos capture the violations and include testimony from a former DPW employee who discloses that some 
workers are selling or keeping items they confiscate in the sweeps and that they aren’t trained on proper city 
regulations or procedures. The former worker chose to be anonymous, though SF Weekly’s Nuala Sawyer verified 
his recent employment with the city. Videos, interview transcripts and project information can be found on 
StolenBelonging.org 
 
Press Contact: https://www.stolenbelonging.org/contact 
 
San Francisco, CA 
Stolen Belonging is collaboration between Coalition on Homelessness, Artist/Organizer Leslie Dreyer, and a team of 
houseless or precariously housed residents who represent some of our city’s strongest homeless advocates: 
Couper Orona, TJ Johnston, Sophia Thibodeaux, Meghan Johnson, Patricia Alonzo and Charles Davis. The team is 
documenting the many ways in which the City of San Francisco is targeting houseless residents, stealing their 
survival gear, all of their belongings and, consequently, their ability to belong in the city. They’ve collected oral 
history video interviews, photographs and insights from residents impacted by the sweeps throughout SF. Many 
have lost family member’s ashes, vital medication, last photographs and letters from loved ones, and so much more. 
In the process, team members were also able to connect with and interview someone who worked at the 
Department of Public Works, the agency largely responsible for carrying out the sweeps. 
 
Their video release, “City As Thief”, shows SFPD and DPW violating a homeless resident’s rights during a sweep, 
the former DPW worker disclosing theft, and the two departments’ failure to adhere to city regulations regarding the 
handling of unhoused San Franciscans’ property. They also released the full interview with this former city employee 
who shared his inside perspective on what workers are ordered to do and what is actually happening to houseless 
residents’ belongings taken by the city every day.  
 
“I was never trained to see the policy and the rules and all that. They never told me nothing… I just followed the 
boss' commands,” he said. Then he explained that homeless folks won’t get their things back from the DPW 
operations yard - where the city is supposed to bag, tag and store belongings taken in the sweeps for 90 days - 
because workers usually just throw it all in the dumpster, take what they want, and some even sell the items on the 
weekends at the flea market near 16th and Mission. 

Unhoused San Franciscans have mentioned these crimes in our interviews and in the sweep we captured in our 
recent video. “These officers here are taking my stuff, and they’re throwing it away. Everything I own, stealing my 
stuff, which they say you can go get back at the DPW yard, which you never get back. I’ve been down there so 
many times and never get a thing back. They keep it all,” said Todd Bryant as they threw away his possessions and 
cited him for “illegal lodging” even though all of his things were on wheeled carts. 
 
“The City's being bad, and I think that there needs to be consequences to their behavior. And this project is showing 
and going to show this, but also is showing heartbreaking stories of real life people who have things taken from 
them that they can never ever replace,” said Couper Orona, Stolen Belonging Production Team Member and Lead 
Advisor. 
 
Unhoused residents have a right to their belongings, to dignity, to decent housing, and to belong here in San 
Francisco. This project, Coalition on Homelessness and houseless folks all over the city urge people to use these 
revelations to hold the city accountable. 
 
“These inhumane tactics and acts of theft don't solve poverty. They push people further into it. We need our 
politicians to focus on preventing homelessness by stopping evictions. They should invest in services and housing 
not sweeps,” said Leslie Dreyer, Stolen Belonging Artist and Organizer.  

#StolenBelonging #ServicesNotSweeps	  


